“News Story” Assignment
Objective
Students will communicate their understanding of approved “News Stories” in several mediums as needed. The idea is to use variety of media to communicate personal understandings of issues central to specific important “News Stories”.  The various media will include: audio, video, still photos, text, maps, graphs and other visuals as needed based on issues central to particular “News Stories”. This media should convey students’ views and opinions gleaned from sources researched starting with an approved newspaper article, an editorial, a news clip on TV or the internet. 

The main idea is for you to present what you have processed from reading and researching about key issues as they relate to your selected “News Story”. It is NOT expected that you simply list facts as they are printed or described in various sources.  Your opinion matters and needs to be supported by evidence that has brought you to your position. Therefore, consider multiple sources of information and perspectives as you form and communicate your own position. It is essential that students explore Canadian, American, Israeli perspectives, and point out similarities or differences pertaining to the “News Story”.
Example:

David Suzuki’s article, along with many other specific stories in the media, raise issues like: Costs associated with addressing Environmental issues, Incentives for reducing emissions, Government’s involvement in a Free Market Economy, impact of economic decisions on the environment, impact of consumerism on the environment, Clean Energy, Food Safety, and Global Food Shortage. Starting with several specific articles addressing a specific “News” item (eg: Carbon Tax, suggested ways to promote equal burden on different social groups, genetically modified foods, H1N1 Virus, Mad Cow Disease, etc.) will necessitate better understanding in order to come to an informed personal position. Check this UL for an example of multiple perspectives on an issue: http://www.cbc.ca/thecurrent/hungryplanet2.html
The Grade 9 class will collect all presentations (Posters, Video Clips, Papers, etc.) into one repository for the benefit of students, teachers, parents, and the community at large via our school’s library and website.

Process
1. Students will be divided into pairs. Each pair will choose and approve a “News Story”. Each pair will identify individual responsibilities in order to collaboratively complete the project. Highly collaborative groups will be recognized and each student will indicate their personal contributions. 

2.  Each pair will designate the responsibilities for the subtopics within their chosen “News Story”.

Example:

A “News Story” about Genetically Modified Foods will require discussion of economic benefits, risks associated with artificially modifying our food, role of government, role of scientific community, etc. 
4. Deadlines will be assigned for each subtopic.  The personal understanding requirement for each subtopic will be submitted in a word document consisting of at least one page and a maximum of two pages. Less than a page will not meet the acceptable requirements of personal reflection and will not be marked. This does not include sources or foot notes. This process is meant to assist students with “time management” and for regular feedback from the teacher.
 Time frame:
Students will start working on this assignment on second week of September and it is due on October 20th.

Students will have 50 minutes of class time every week leading up to the due date. Efficient use of class time would minimize the amount of time students would be required to invest at home.
Evaluation
A rubric will be collaboratively developed and used to assess student projects.

