PAGE  
2

Jss 7 








karmel/08

Grade 7JSS Timeline Project
Objective:
Become familiar with aspects of Jewish History from 586 BCE with the destruction of the First Temple, sacking of Jerusalem and Jewish exile to Babylon throughout the centuries up to the Expulsion of Jews from Spain in 1492.
Method:

The class will construct a Timeline of this time period and will highlight the key personalities and significant events that impact on the Jewish people in this part of their history. The class will be mindful of the locations of Jewish people at various points in time and report about them and share their findings with the rest of the class. 

Students will be divided into groups. Each group will be assigned to research specific years (300-500 years per group approximately) within the time period described above. Within each group, individual students will conduct their inquiries on key personalities and/or significant events. At the end of the project, each group will present their part of the class timeline on a large poster. As class discussions progress along the timeline, groups will take turns as resident experts for the years they researched.  
GROUPS:

1. 586-323 BCE  From the destruction of the First Temple up to and including 

    Alexander the Great’s death (booklet pp74-94)

2. 323 BCE-70 CE  From Ptolemy I up to and including the fall of Massada

     (booklet pp 94-134)

3. 100 BCE- 500 CE  From Hadrian up to and including the completion of the

    Yerushalyim Talmud    (booklet pp 135-167)

4. 500-799 CE  From booklet discussion on the Babylonian Talmud up to and

    including that part of the Golden Age (booklet pp 166-195)

5. 800-1199 CE  From Charlemagne to the end of the Crusades 

    (booklet pp 195-210)

6. 1200-1492 CE  From booklet discussion on the Yellow Badge up to and 

     including the Expulsion of the Jews from Spain 

     (booklet pp 205-211 & 216-241)

Time Frame:
Throughout September students will conduct their research in class. By the end of the month, each group will complete their poster and prepare their presentation to the class. 
Materials:
Students will receive a booklet of selected readings that correspond to their group’s assigned time period for them to use at school. Students will need to research additional sources.  
Students will conduct their inquiries in the classroom, in the library (a collection of relevant reference books will be on display) and in the computer lab. 
Each student should have an inexpensive memory stick for maintaining copies of their current work as it evolves. These devices assist greatly in setting students up to succeed as they make student work very portable and easily accessible on any computer. 
Poster Content:
1. Please identify and describe key personalities or historical figures (Jewish leaders and non-Jewish) that were influential to the world or to Jewish people or greatly impacted or changed the lives of the people of the time and/or influenced future generations. 

2. Please identify and describe major events that were influential to the world or to Jewish people and/or greatly impacted or changed the lives of the people of the time and/or influenced future generations.

3. Please identify and describe key locations of where events occurred and/or to where people traveled and/or resided (lived) in these times. 
4. Please record and/or illustrate the ordinary daily life of Jews in these times (during these events in the times of these key personalities). Please Highlight their dress, food, poetry, music, jewellery, jobs, problems, etc) 
5.  Please include information about the actual sources (artifacts: potsherds; coins; ancient records-journals-chronicles-books-scrolls; eye witnesses; graves; and other archaeological findings etc) that historians used to identify these key personalities and to describe these historical events.
6. Please include the bibliography sources you used to find your information (sites, books, etc).

Evaluation Criteria: 
1. The major question is: To what extent are the subjects, topics &
     requirements outlined above in the Poster Content section accurately

     reflected? The class will discuss, clarify and record the relevant 

     marking criteria in a rubric format. 
2. When we return to these time periods at the end of Sept, each group is the 
    resident expert group on the specific time period. Class discussion will focus 
    on each of these 6 time periods and student assessment will be based on this.
    The more the teacher needs to explain, clarify and/or add additional information, 
     individual students responsible for the topic will be assessed accordingly. The  

     audience is expected to foster a productive attitude and actively participate in the   

     presentation by recording coherent notes, asking questions and listening attentively. 
     Students in the audience will be assessed according to their achievement in these 

     areas.
